The Survey says... St. Elizabeth Seton Catholic School

New families were asked to complete an anonymous New Parent Satisfaction Survey. The re-
sponses overwhelmingly indicated they felt welcome in the SES School family and their expec- - —

tations were being met. Our pledge was to continue to do our best to insure new and existing T h c C eVI eW 2 009 - 2 O 10
families experience an excellent and caring learning environment for their children. Samples of
some the survey responses:

Issue Highlights

. Accreditation / PK3 class
“Thank you for all you do for my son and all the children”.

“Don’t change a thing...when something works, don’t try to change it”.
“The love and caring of the faculty and students, etc. is outstanding.”
“My daughter plays around the house singing Church songs all day...it’s
great!”

Campus Improvements / Fundraisers

St. EI IZabeth Field Trips/Catholic Identity
SetOn rece|VeS Community Service
an A+ on Profile of a Graduate
Accreditation!

HASA

Our wonderful Home and School Association planned many events for us this
year to help bring our school community together, as well as provide many
charitable services. A small sampling included the Principal’s Summer Read-
ing Ice Cream party, Bowling party, Halloween Bash, Grandparents Day,

monthly family nights at Chic-fil-A, Thanksgiving turkeys for Guadalupe , - _ St. Elizabeth Seton received an A+ on our 7 year re-accreditation from the Florida Catholic
Easter baskets for Guadalupe, 50’s Sock Hop, St. Patrick’s parade, Santa’s The mission of St. Elizabeth Conference! The FCC commended our school for its dedication to high academic standards,
workshop, pull-t'abs for Ronald McDonald hquse, etc. Man}{ thanks to HASA Seton Catholic School is to and in particular for the evidence of our strong Catholic identity and the use of technology
President, Bobbi Uhlar and the HASA committee for all their hard work. nurture the development of each throughout the curriculum. The Florida Catholic Conference (FCC) oversees this process and
is considered one of the finest accreditation organizations in the nation that has served as a
model for other areas.

Achievements / Activities
Enrollment / Hi Tech / B'day

Survey / HASA / Changes

student to achieve their spiritual,

intellectual and social potential.

St. Elizabeth Seton Catholic School 2009—2010 Catholic values and traditions The purpose of the accreditation is to establish standards of education in key areas such as

are incorporated with academic Mission and Beliefs, Personnel, Program of Learning, Health and Safety, and Administration.
The program has adopted a system of accountability and school improvement guidelines
through the implementation of educational standards and a “Seven Year Cycle” of accredita-
tion.

excellence in an atmosphere of

Changes for the 2010-2011 School Year...

faith, discipline and love.

A new Gymnasium was unveiled on the last day of
school... construction is underway with a sched-
uled completion date of March, 2011!!

The process for our school began 18 months ago and culminated on March 3rd with the host-
ing of the visiting Team (administrators/educators from other Dioceses) that conducted an on-
site visit. An evening prayer service, the “City of God” was held at SES Church during which
the history of the school was reviewed, the many school improvements since the last accredita-
tion were read, and the school improvement plan was explained. The process concluded with
the reporting of the FCC Accreditation Summary with numerous commendations for our
school.

St. Elizabeth Seton is proud to announce its participa-
tion in the PreK 4 VPK program.

~ Mrs. Crowley will be our VPK Director and Mrs.
Roberts and Mrs. Buscemi will be the PreK4 VPK
teachers for our two PreK4 classes. PRE-K 3 year old program for 2009-2010 a great success!

St. Elizabeth Seton School responded to parent demand for a Catholic education at an earlier
age by adding a Pre-K (3 year old) program for the 2009-2010 school year. Instead of day-
care, parents now had the option for their children to learn and grow in a nurturing, stimulat-
ing, safe Catholic environment. Through the integration of a developmentally appropriate
curriculum, socialization, playtime, and prayer, Pre-K students had the FULL SES experi-
ence. They attended Mass with their buddies and were immersed in a tra-

~ Mrs. Allison Hunter will be our new PreK 3
Teacher.

~ Miss Melanie Cashell from SJN will be our Alge-
bra I teacher.

~ Ms. Jacquie Luciano will be our Grade 2 teacher.

~ Mirs. Delia Quevedo will be our Grade 4 teacher Who do you say Jesus is? ditional academic setting. They participated in art classes, music classes, ’
) religion classes, and physical education. PreK-3 had 19 students and a

~ Mrs. Sweeney will be our grade level math teacher. In keeping with the Gospel reading waiting list.

. . . of Luke 9:18-22, Father Dennis
~ Ms. Jessica Vargas will teach our TV Production asked each class to create an article
Class. or project based on who they say

. . . . Jesus is. Pictured Above: Pre-K-4
~ Mrs. Patti Lyon will offer students a Life Skills students share with the rest of the
class. class who they believe Jesus is to St. Elizabeth Seton Catholic School ~ 2730 53rd Terrace SW 34116 ~ 239-455-2262

them. www.saintelizabethseton.com



As we begin another school year, |
wanted to take this opportunity to
reflect on all the exciting things that
have happened at our school
throughout the 2009-2010 year.

Thanks to careful budgeting, long-
term strategic planning, and parish
support, we were able to offer new
opportunities for students such as
wireless laptops for every middle
school student, on-line textbooks
and software resources, as well as
enhance the beauty and security of
our campus. Most importantly, we
were able to respond to parent
demand for a Catholic education at
an earlier age at St. Elizabeth
Seton by adding a Pre-K (3 year
old) program.

The Holy Father has challenged us
in his messages of hope, to ensure
that a Catholic education remains
accessible to those of all social and
economic strata and that education
remains a priority of the Catholic
community in the United States. In
today’s world, it is more important
than ever to provide students the
foundation of an outstanding
Catholic education. To that end, we
are eternally grateful to our donors,
volunteers, parents, and all stake-
holders for all your support.

We are also grateful for our profes-
sional and dedicated faculty and
staff who are working in the most
important ministry, that of partner-
ing with parents in the development
of the future generation of the
kingdom of God.

A Catholic education lasts a life-
time...thank you again for your
continued dedication, support, and
prayers. Together, we are making
a world of difference, one child at a
time.

Gratefully,

Dr. Denny Denison, Principal
ddenison@sesetonsch.org
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DIVIDENDS FOR LIFE

Campus Improvements
During the 2009-2010 school year, various improvements were made to our campus:

~ A new entry pavilion with landscaping, concrete tables and benches, were added to
beautify the entrance to our school.

~ A new Pre-Kindergarten playground and butterfly garden were added.

~ A new digital office phone system with voicemail was added along with telephones
in every classroom.

~ New, state-of-the-art copier/printer was added to make printing and copying more
efficient.

Fundraisers for the Year

The total St. Elizabeth Seton Catholic School operating budget for the school year was
$1.2 million. The total raised in fundraising this year was just over $111,000. Though
this was down quite a bit from previous years due to the economy, we are grateful for all
the efforts of our parents and other volunteers in helping with the various fundraising
activities.

2009 - 2010 SES Fundraisers

Cow Bingo

$3,739
Silent Auction

$23,000

Festival

$50,000 Fish Fry

$6,072

Red Wheel
Pies

$1,444
Wrapping

Paper Golf
$2.880 Tournament

$5,834
Calendars
@ Cow Bingo B Silent Auction O Fish Fry

O Red Wheel Pies B Golf Tournament @ Calendars
B Wrapping Paper O Festival

Enrollment ends at 222

Seton welcomed 47 new students in August for the 2009-2010 school year, for a total
of 212 students. During the year, we added 10 new students bringing our year end en-
rollment to 222. At our Open House during Catholic Schools Week, 10 new students
were registered for the 2010-2011 school year.

Celebration of Life—In anticipation of Easter, SES celebrated
the gift of life with a dedication of a butterfly garden in front of the
Pre-K 3 classroom. Also, a blood mobile was on campus for parents
and others to donate blood.

Middle School...

High-Tech—~Personal lap-top computers were issued to each middle school stu-
dent. The entire middle school was made wireless to provide students the portability
to access the most up-to-date information. Language Arts, Science, and Social Stud-
ies textbooks were available online and students were just a “click” away from vital
research and information. New writing software “Criterion” was added to enhance
student writing skills.

New Uniforms—Middle school students wore new dress uniforms for Mass
which included crisp, white oxford shirts and ties.

Character Development—Middle school students ended their first week of
school with a round of “ice breakers” to kick off the new school year and get to
know one another better. Character education was added to the religion curriculum
to help students develop strong character and values based on Scriptural roots.

Sports Results of the
Year:

We are very proud of the par-
ticipation of our students and
parents in our varsity and junior
varsity sports program. We had
a great year...

Boys and Girls Varsity Soccer-
Both teams won the division
championship in the Sunshine
Athletic conference!

Girls Volleyball
Cross Country
Girls Basketball
Boys Basketball
Track and Field
Boys Baseball
Golf
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Pictured Above: Middle School stu-
dents learned about Mobile Pet Veteri-
narian, Dr. Dena Baker and how she
began her business of offering in-home
veterinarian care for pets during Ca-
reer Day at SES.

Pictured Above: Pre-K 3 student
Molly Sullivan and her grandmother
celebrated Grandparents and Special
Friend Day in November. Students
and their grandparents /special friend
went to Mass, attended brunch, and
made a special craft together.

11

Pre-K 4 students celebrated their
graduation day in May with a cere-
mony featuring highlights from their
curriculum throughout the year. Pic-
tured Above: Julia Vergo, Luc Buett-
ner, Eva Bessette.

Academic Achievements For the Year

Scholar Bowl—Middle school students competed against other private and public schools in
academic challenges in math, science, language arts, social studies, and current events. We
competed in the final division tournament and though we did not win, our team had every right
to hold their heads up high. We are looking forward to another excellent season next year.

National Junior Honor Society—11 middle school students were inducted into NJHS for out-
standing academic achievement, leadership, citizenship, service, and character.

Academic World Quest—one of our 8th grade students was chosen as a finalist to compete in
the World Affairs Council Academic World Quest competition.

Laws of Life Essay—Students in Grades 3-8 participated in the county’s laws of life character
education essay contest and were recognized for their efforts.

DARE—AII 5th grade students participated and graduated from the sheriff’s department drug
abuse resistance education program.

Science Fair—Middle school students designed and presented a science fair project utilizing
the scientific method. The projects were presented at St. John Neumann HS and judged by the
high school science teachers. The overall winner was Abby Shipp in Grade 6.

ITBS Test Scores—Students in grades 3-8 took the lowa Test of Basic Skills in the Fall and
Grade 2 students tested in the spring. Our students consistently score among the highest in the
nation in reading and math.

ACRE Test—5th grade students take the Assessment of Catechesis/Religious Education
(ACRE) test to measure how well they understand their Catholic faith and how they live it in
their everyday lives.

Enrichment/Aim High/Reader’s Theatre—students completed many science projects and ex-
periments, worked on interviewing and research skills, designed and built paper bridges, and
created math story problems. More environmental projects are being planned for the upcoming
school year. The Readers Theatre group performed many puppet shows and plays.

Career Day—Fifteen speakers from various professions in the community came to speak to
students and answer questions about their educational backgrounds and occupations.

Book Fairs—Students were treated to two annual book fairs this year through our Media Cen-
ter. An Accelerated Reader Fair was held in May to reward students for their hard work.

Student of the Week Award—One student in Grades PK3 through 2 is recognized weekly for
excellent behavior and classroom efforts.

Student Activities for the Year

Student Council—students in grades 3-8 were elected by their classmates to serve on student
council which is designed to develop service and leadership skills.

Field Trips

Washington DC—=8th grade students traveled to DC to explore the inner workings of
our nation’s capitol. Students took part in many hands-on learning experiences with
students from across the country to help develop their sense of responsibility and in-
formed participation in the democratic process.

Marine Lab —7th grade students learned about marine life through discussions, hands-
on investigations, and snorkeling field observations in a 3 day adventure to Key Largo.

Busch Gardens Jungala—~6th grade students attended an overnight exploration of wild-
life, habitats, and conservation efforts.

Students in the younger grades took a variety of educational field trips during the year
including trips to the Calusa Nature Center, Naples Zoo, Edison Ford Museum, Palm
Cottage in Naples, Naples Philharmonic, Imaginarium, etc.

Catholic Identity

In addition to our school community daily morning courtyard prayer, religion classes,
grace before meals, end of day prayer, and weekly children’s Masses, there was evidence
of our Catholic heritage and traditions throughout the campus. Our bulletin boards
abounded with signs of the faith. Students were given the opportunity to learn and ex-
press their faith through a variety of events. Some examples were:

- During Catholic Schools Week, our students participated in several activities to help
deepen their faith. This year, a special presentation on the Shroud of Turin was given by
an expert speaker, students participated in a Religion Bee, and were involved in many
community service projects.

- Students took part in Stations of the Cross each Friday during Lent.

- Recitation of the Rosary during the month of May.

- The second grade class learned about their favorite saints by doing research, writing
reports, dressing up as their saint and giving presentations to their class.

- Each month one student from grade 3 through 8 was awarded the Christian Character
Award for their consistently positive attitude and demonstration of Christian virtues.

“Pray as though
everything depended
on God...work as
though everything
depended on you™.
~ St. Augustine

We dedicated our
courtyard statue of
St. Augustine to our
pastor, Father
Dennis.

Bishop Dewane visited with the
students many times throughout
the school year. He celebrated
Mass with us on the feast day of
St. Augustine and St. Elizabeth
Seton’s Birthday. He also cele-
brated Mass with us during
Catholic Schools Week.

Fire Prevention Day—The Golden Gate Fire Dept. conducted a safety training for all grade
levels during fire prevention month. Students in Grade 2 visited the safety house to practice
what to do in a real emergency.

CATHOLIC SCHOOLS

Bike Day—Pre-K students got to bring their bicycles to school for fun and learned some safety
procedures for bike riding.

Christmas/Spring Music Concerts—Students in all grades (band and chorus) showcased their
musical talents at our Christmas concert at St. Elizabeth Seton Church and our spring concert at
St. John Neumann Catholic High School.

Students enjoy a story and a visit with
Mrs. Claus at Christmas time.

DIVIDENDS FOR LIFE
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Prayer in Honor
of our Patron
Saint...

Lord God,

You blessed
Elizabeth Ann
Seton with gifts of
grace as wife and
mother, educator
and foundress so
that she may
spend her life in
service to your
people. Through
her example and
prayers, may we
learn to express
our love for you in
love for one
another. We ask
this through
Christ our Lord.

-Amen.

Learning to Give Back...

Community Service Projects

The St. Elizabeth Seton School community is a generous one. Students learn self-less ser-
vice at an early age. Some of the year’s community service activities included:

Quarterly food drive
Collection for Thanksgiving turkeys for Guadalupe Center

Wrap Party—middle school students collected and wrapped over 400 Christmas gifts
for needy families through Catholic Charities

Book collection for Catholic Charities

220 fully decorated Easter baskets for the Guadalupe Center
Relay for Life for Cancer victims/survivors

Holocaust Remembrance at Temple Shalom

Adopting local parishes at Christmas

Art Supplies drive for Guadalupe Center

Pictured Below: Middle School Students
hosted a ““wrap party”” and donated and
wrapped over 400 Christmas presents for
Catholic Charities.

Pictured Above: Students and families
collected over 220 fully decorated Easter
baskets for the Guadalupe Center
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The faith community of St. Elizabeth
Seton Catholic School provides a tradi-
tional, quality Catholic education where
values and traditions are reinforced and
incorporated into all areas of instruction,
in an atmosphere of faith, love, and disci-
pline.

The goal of the administration, faculty,
and staff is to nurture the development of
a complete, well-rounded child. The cur-
riculum is designed to instill in students a
desire to learn and apply knowledge and
faith in everyday situations. All students
are encouraged and assisted in achieving
their full potential, as well as understand

the relevance of Catholic values and prayer

in their daily lives.

St. Elizabeth Seton
Catholic School

The graduate of St. Elizabeth Seton
Catholic School has the spiritual, intel-
lectual, physical, social, cultural, and
moral foundation necessary to take
their place in society as valuable mem-
bers of the kingdom of God.

Students have developed the knowl-
edge and discipline to think clearly and
critically using superior reasoning,
problem-solving, and organizational
skills. They are aware of themselves as
children of God and aware of the world
in which they live. They have expressed
their humanity creatively through tech-
nology, sports, and the arts.

Through self-sacrifice and service pro-
grams, students have experienced a
sense of self-worth, accountability, and
responsibility to community, enabling
them to develop character, grow and
mature as Christians, and become
tomorrow’s leaders.
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Prayer of
St. Francis of Assisi
Feast Day—
October 4th

Lord, make me an in-
strument of your peace.
Where there is hatred,

let me sow love;

where there is
injury,
pardon;

where there is doubt,

faith;
where there is despair,
hope;

where there is dark-

ness, light;
and where there is
sadness, joy.
O Divine Master, grant
that I may not
so much seek to be
consoled as to console;
to be understood as to
understand;

to be loved as to love.

For it is in giving that
WE receive;
it is in pardoning that
we are pardoned;
and it is in dying that
we are born to eternal
life.
~ Amen.




